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When Harry Shorten goes to work 
nothing and nobody escapes his atten- 
tion. You may think that you’re so 
special that you’ve never been fea- 
tured in “Law.” But you have: you’re 
in there somewhere. 

People recognize themselves in 
“There Oughta Be a Law.” They don’t 
mind having their shortcomings and 
eccentricities pointed out because of 
Shorten’s unique handling of the ma- 
terial. Harry Shorten has no use for 
the club or the broadsword: his fav- 
orite weapon is the needle. The crea- 
tor of “Law” likes the needle because 
it’s just enough to make people sit up 
and take notice without inflicting any 
lasting damage to the ego. 

First, there is a sharp prodding sen- 
sation, followed an instant later by the 


shock of recognition, and then we start 
to laugh. 

“Law’s” cartoon characters con- 
tinue to live in the public imagination 
because they are not merely comic in- 
ventions but real-life people in comic 
strip clothes. They are so real that 
they almost walk off the page. They 
continue to have universal appeal be- 
cause human nature remains basic- 
ally the same. The ancient Greeks 
knew Harry Shorten’s characters, and 
without a doubt they will still be 
around long after man has colonized 
Mars. v 

Yes, “There Oughta Be A Law.” 
Come to think of it, there is at least 
one such law and Harry Shorten has 
written it. It’s The First Law of 
Laughter. 


“There Oughta Be A Law” has been 
rolling them in the aisles for a quarter 
of a century. Other comic strips come 
and go, but “Law” goes on forever. 
The very phrase “There Oughta Be A 
Law” has become part of the Ameri- 
can language. When the title of a 
cartoon does that, then the cartoonist 
knows he’s got it made— permanently. 

“There Oughta Be A Law” has 
universal appeal because ... well ... it’s 
universal. It’s that simple and that 
complicated. “Law” has something for 
everyone. If you don’t find yourself 
somewhere in one of Harry Shorten’s 
cartoons, chances are that you’re a 
hermit or a misanthrope or otherwise 
isolated from the human race. Be- 
cause that’s what “Law” is— it’s hu- 
man, first, last and always. 

“There Oughta Be A Law” com- 
ments on the human condition. Witty, 
incisive, direct, “Law” is never really 
unkind about the foibles of its charac- 
ters. Even that famous old windbag 
“The Boss” comes off as a more or less 
lovable creation. He’s pompous and 
pinch-penny, but you can’t hate him. 
You can’t hate him because, in the 
end, he’s just as human as the rest 
of us. 
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Just tyolks 


/ su rer ALLTHE CABBOU MOH WAHT' _ T 


SLANDER IS 
FREE AMD EAS V 
WITH THE OFFICE 
SUPPLIES' WHAT 
THE HECK.' THE 
80SS PAWS FOR 
'EM, DOESN’T HE? 






/ WHATOANA WAHT ANOTHER 
■BmEFWOT ' HDTEBOOH FOR? PLEMlV . 

HIS HID MEEDS 
A WRIT OF 
HABEUS CORPUS 
TO GET A MEW 
1=EMCIL 





Suffering vinv I mama 

tA THE HAND-ME MAN 
GOES INTO ACTION 
'fhtonkJ-ti? 

HicKte baktolM, 

83 fc THE/JESA lawe, 

rMr.aCfO UBI&UTS,ILi. 















/ vou won't BSMfr gll/1 
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Blovjtop can spend awhole 
WEE k-END untangling MIS 
fishing line and never 
stops whistling — 



]* ° NE might you 
a LITTLE T EA £ RLER ,ME 



L 
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But watch him goiuto 

MIS KID HELPFUL ACT 

VNHEH HE’S GOT AH 
AUDIENCE - 

'Thto-Ju. &" 

TRUDIE OKiasey, 

250 5. UUPSOU ST, 
PASADEfJA . CALIF. 
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/ EAT OUT? 

VOU KNOW I GOT A 
STOMACH CONDITION? 

and this Weather 

IS MURDER OH MV 

sinuses.'i been dizz/ 
ALL OAV.' mavbe ITS 
MV MALARIA COMING 


"f NE entrail moans it to His missus 

HES LIVING ON SORROWED TIME ... 


“VJ TRVlNG TO GET INSURANCE 

AND OSOV.' HE SOUNDS LINE THE STRONG 
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T^D r^ U u TES BEF0 * E BEDTIME IS 
.WHEN THE klD SETS MIS UNDIVIDED ATTENTION 
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saw the present he wanted for 

GHSRklN JR. AND THOUGHT HIS TROUBLES WERE OVER 


But HE FOUND OUT THEV WERE JUST 
BEGINNING WHEN HE TRIED TO PUT IT TOGETHER. 
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tyishy 

Stories 
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PLoph^,C 

/7f? 


HELEN HOIVICK, 
nb3 NO HAMLINS, 
AT PMIL.8.MINN. 
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The (Boss 









JJSSTT... SWEflTLV 
DUCKIMS-OUT 
coffee np 

THE BOSS aci/c 


THP CHDCMmi r. . . — . _ ~ “ ’ 



'77uoth&-t& 

CHARLES SHELLMARSH 
SOMERVILLE ^IS, ' 
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MlSl S GRINDSTONE MAS BEEN PLUGGING FOR A 
NEW TYPEWRITER FOR TEARS , BUT NO DICE 

ME.BULGEBOTTOM.VOU'VE 
BEEN PROMISING ME A NEW 
MACMINETTMIS ONE'S SO 
OLD IT'S STILL GOT 
SOMAN NUMERALS,' 
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B< 


wss-o takes EVERT opportunity TO TELL von 
WovJ completer useless andLSKI 


'^T £ u ,ST ASR FOR THE DAY OFF AND OBONr 
PO^VOL) B ECOM E THE INDISPENSABLE WOMAN- 




WOU’BE GOING TO TAKE 
s OVER KW BUSINESS. 
HOU CAN'T DO IT 





BUT, TOP- - 
1 x ONLH 5 AiP . 

. I -think- 


■>• X OOM’T NEED Am 




Angleworm was t^e sensitive tvpf ' up 
resented the boss giving him a hard timf 


■ss^a^sasMB 





?,y, T ,. AFTEI? ITS PRINTED 

and too late to do anv- 
THINCt ABOUT iTf THAT’S 
WEN THEN avk’lT Tris 

OLO GIMLET - EVE 
TREATMENT 


&■ D. 8ABC0CK • 
/ O05" ST JULIAN ST, 
ILL. 


aGOATLEV'LOOK ATTMlS >= 

\ TXJQNER. OK PAGE ONEf y 



"cOMPANT SALES CONTEST 


_k'S BACH ON/ER A MONTH AND HE HASN’T 

Ill Itot WORSE) 
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A80UT 






Have Wife , 
Will travel 
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'w^ji ssasr 


So novj vj£ see "Mem looking- tor. 
Oo ws(l places.' 


HEVJ f ftCK 
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This Won’t 
Hurt a <Bit 









32 





TWe MONTHS AFTER.WHAT'sTHE8EEF? 
WELL , WHAT OO TOU SUPPOSE? 



/LO DOC VANKUM 
IS A MAN OF FEW 
WORDS ... ... 
CONVERSATIONALLY 
HE SPHINX - 



34 








36 



f Patter of 
Little & eet 




Seems like bratinella never, has anv HOME- 
WORK VJHEN SHE'S WATCHING TV, 

HOW ABOUT DOING 
VOUR HOMEWORK, 

VOUNG LAOV.' ^ 

ENOUGH'S y 
ENOUGH' J 


' iuT VJHEN VOU’D LIKE HER TO GIVE VOU A HAND 
WOUND THE HOUSE, OHMEOHMV ■ IS SHE THE SUSV ONE. 
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"Knf wA^strffiJ ," BD 

^ &^l S 






39 




rs 


►ratinella holds para and mama at bay 

ANYTIME THEY WANT A LITTLE' L0VIN6 f 


*& 


’UT AW STRAY MUTT SHE LATCHES OHIO CAN 
PRACTICALLY GIVE HER A BATH WITH AFFECTION.' 
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Bratinella gets brainwashed against 

DOCTORS OVER AND OVER AGAIN - 


And then act so surprised when she 

GIVES THE VBffiNG MEDICO A ROUGH TIME 
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'Thmki.tb 

SMfiLE/ CZARAPATA, 
RTE.4^ 0OXSbj 
MUMOHAGO, >V/S. 
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,Jow the kid's home and the onlV thing 

SHE DIDN'T LEANE BEHIND VJAS THE TRUNK. 
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BUT NOTHING COULD PERSUADE PHOBIA 
TO TAKE A QUICK AND PAINLESS FLU SHOT - 

IT ’LL ONLV TAKE A \/ NO! I'M NOT 
SECOND, PHOBIA,' VSgiD lET 
SHAME ON TOUT A I NIM JAB ME' 

BIG GIRL BEING / TELL HIM 
FRIGHTENED SV X TO GO 
SUCH A TINV /V AWAY ! 
meeple; 


®yT.Sii E needed no persuading whatsoever 

TO GET BOTH EARS GOUGED OUT FOR EARRINGS ! 



At HOME BRATlNELLA EATS LIKE a CANARY 
° VilTH ULCERS - 


I II \T -r&UP HFR VISlTlNGr AND OBOY'EYERYpMG’ 
luT tSecIStH SOES DOWN THE HATCH ! 
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c Man 

cAround 

The House 


TbR-fEARSTWE 

TUFFLUCKS LABORED 
OVERTlLEIR LAYJsT 
BUT ATLOHO LAST 
IT STARTED TO 
SHAPE LIP' 
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'TJwiki-tr' 
BO HBANEV,. 
isn4 HARBOR. 8LVP. 
BELMOHTy CALIF. 





VOU*RE CONVINCED 



50 


MSS.' OF COURSE i'll landscape 

youR. property.' but before i 
draw up Plans, do you have 
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A COUPLA ACRES' SOME COWS- 
CkICkEkS *** A LITTLE GARDEM 

au ideal place for our kiDS 
,■ TO GPOVJ UP Irt ' 


For. NEARS PEATMOSS 

talkep about that 
little place in tub 
COUNTRY AND THE FUN 
OF RUNNING IT. 





Get a Horse ! 
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DESCRIPTION _ 

OF HIS CAR. ' 

FOR MOM 




POOR MAC BELIEVES) 
HIM "TOO : THE NEXT 4 
SOUHO Soil HEAR vJILL 
0E A HEART PROPPING* 



Streets are neglected 

AND FORSAREN" 
THE LOCAL GENTRV NEE P 
8ELLVACHIN’ - 
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So me got Mis Wide 

AMOlE,l)MOBSTRUCTED 
VJIMPSHIELP — SWD 
PROMPTLY OBSTRUCTED 
IT WITH BIEEVTHlMG 
BUT THE FAMILY WASH. 


'Tkajhki.'tcr 
rat HSMsasou, 

/US’ COHASSET ATE., 
LAKe*tOOO,OHIO. 
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I Shmoley ISA 

MAM OF VlSIOkl 
HE PECIDEP 
TO UNLOAD HIS 
CRATE BEFORE ? 
IT TEAM HIM UP 
A REPAIR BILL 


C0S T ABOUT ' 
Another ome: y 
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Th ere cAirit 
cHo Justice 
< Department 


■ AIN'T HO JUSTICE DEPARTMENT | At LAST.' AT LONS l, 





the PAMES Ihl THIS 
OFFICE ARE STRICTLY 
FROM HUHGER 1 HO LOOPS' 
HO FIGURES.' HO CLASS' 
YECCH.' ... VERY 
ClSAPPOlHTlHG.' I MAY 
START LOORIHG FOR 
AHOTHER J£>g. r 




SUSAfJ BURKE, 

€>S<0 S. 28 ST ’ 

Milwaukee is: 
w is. 



I Sue rawJ-H Lw?,»£T 'store 


So-O-O.' WEED VJE GO ON \WlTH THE 
GRUESOME DETAILS ? 
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There Oughta To 
Be A Law 
( 1969 ) 

Scanned cover to 
cover from the original 
by jodyanimator . 

What you are reading 
does not exist, except 
as electronic data. 

Support the writers , 
artists , publishers and 
booksellers so they can 
provide you with more 
entertainment . 

Buy an original ! 



